
A Thanksgiving  
Reflection with  

Father Matt

The incredibly thoughtful 
gift led to an unexpected 
blessing.  

When the Herzog’s moved last 
July, Bishop Dan decided it was 
time to find new homes for much of his vast theo-
logical and spiritual library.  I was humbled beyond 
words to be one of those homes.  So Bishop Dan and I 
spent three days sorting through thousands of books, 
deciding which should go to my library and which 
elsewhere.  The most remarkable part of that process 
was Bishop Dan commenting and reflecting on every 
single one…truly amazing!

At some point during our time together, he pulled A 
Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life by William Law 
from a shelf.  He placed it in my growing pile saying, 
“read this one first.”  So I did.  Law’s thoughts provided 
me many “aha” moments and much to think about, but 
it was the following quote in particular that struck a 
chord with me:

Would you know who is the greatest saint in the 
world?  It is not he who prays most or fasts most; it 
is not he who gives most alms or is most eminent for 
temperance, chastity or justice; but he who is always 
thankful to God, who wills everything that God wills, 
who receives everything as an instance of God’s good-
ness and has a heart always ready to praise God for it.

I have to admit that in my church life, it has been 
difficult to be one who is always thankful to God…who 
receives everything as an instance of God’s goodness.   

This is not about Saint Luke’s.  I 
couldn’t be more thankful to God 
for the people of Saint Luke’s.  At 
the clergy retreat preceding Bishop 
Love’s letter to the Diocese con-
cerning same sex marriages, the 
clergy were gathered at round ta-
bles and asked to describe the peo-
ple in their parish in two or three 
words.  The words that came to 
me about Saint Luke’s were “godly 
sinners.”  I’ve been blessed with a 

group of people who both understand their fallen na-
ture and are committed to seeking godliness and holi-
ness in their lives and the lives of others around them.  
It’s most refreshing, encouraging and inspiring.

No, it’s the other part of my church life where I’ve 
had trouble being thankful…the direction of the na-
tional Episcopal Church.  It’s been in the back of my 
mind for a few years.  This summer’s Diocesan and Na-
tional Conventions forced it forward so to speak.

As some of you know, I owe much of who I am to the 
diocese and church.  Having started with the diocese 
as a young man and spending nearly 30 years there in 
ministry and leadership, I am as much a product of 
the diocese and church as any person I know.  And I’ve 
always been deeply grateful for that…until recently.

For a few years now, that thankfulness was being 
slowly replaced by frustration, bitterness and even 
anger as I watched the actions of the national church 
unfold.  As is the case with much of the sin that infects 
us, the process was so subtle that I barely recognized it 
was happening.

So I listened to Bishop Love read his letter for the 
diocese and directive to the clergy that Saturday 
morning shortly before Thanksgiving, and found my-
self deeply moved by his conviction to guard the faith 
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handed down from the Apostles.  But I also found my-
self even more aggravated knowing the response from 
the national church was probably going to be problem-
atic at best.

I went home proud of our Bishop and Diocese that 
evening, but also with a heavy heart.  After praying a bit 
before falling asleep late that night, I awoke crazy ear-
ly…even for me.  In my short night’s rest, it seems God 
was speaking to me because I woke up in good spirits 
thinking about how incredible our God is.  This was not 
exactly how I expected to wake up.  I went downstairs, 
and while the coffee was brewing, sent this email off to 
Bishop Herzog and Bishop Bena:

Dear Bishops,
I woke up this morning thinking just how remarkable 
our God is.  Without God working through the two 
of you to transform a Diocese in ways most people 
will never know or appreciate, yesterday unfolds far 
differently than it did.  Somebody ought to thank you 
and God for that.  So, thank you.
I woke up grateful because for the first time in a while, 

I saw the bigger picture.  Instead of being frustrated and 
angered with the current situation, God had helped me 
to see the bigger picture.  He reminded me that I got 
to watch a Diocese be transformed in the last three de-

cades as thousands of lives, including mine, were trans-
formed by the working of His Holy Spirit.  Despite what 
seemed like the most frustrating of circumstances, God 
was and is at work.  That’s our remarkable God at work 
in remarkable ways!

None of us really knows how this will all play out.  
What we do know with certainty is that our remark-
able God will continue to be at work, will continue to be 
transforming His godly sinners into ever-faithful disci-
ples of His Son who is Our Lord Jesus Christ.  

God has a handle on this.  Our role is to trust Him, re-
main faithful, and live into the wisdom of William Law 
by being thankful.  With the birth of a new year in the 
life of the Church upon us, I can think of no better time 
to approach this year as a people thankful to God for 
everything, and receive everything as an instance of His 
goodness.  

The unexpected gift of a book led to the unexpect-
ed blessing of seeing the big picture for me.  May God 
shower each of us in the year to come with unexpected 
gifts and blessings, and may each of us be thankful, tru-
ly thankful, as we receive everything as instances of His 
goodness.

God bless,
Father Matt+ 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES
There are two 
Christmas families 

this year.   The 
lists are in the 
parish house 

with the gift options.   
Please sign up for an 
item of 2 if you are 
able.  Wrap gift, place 
child’s age and if its 

for a boy/girl/mom/dad.   The 
guild supplies the family with a 

$100. gift card to the IGA.   New this 
year we are asking you to bring the gifts 
to the Church so they may be blessed 
before they are delivered.   We will have 
two tables set up in back of the church.    
One for Family #1 and one for Family #2.  
Thank you!

TOP TEN FROM THE VESTRY MEETING
1. The Baptism of Evelyn Harrington and upcoming Baptism 

of Bob & Dulce Iseman’s Grandson; Cameron Ray Arms 12/23 @ 
10am.

2. The Christmas Bazaar was a huge success!
3. Lessons in Carols 12/1/18 at 4pm.
4. Christmas Eve Service at 4pm with a wonderful Children’s 

Christmas Pageant .
5. Christmas Day Service at 10am.
6. Daughters of the King prayer teams to be available in back of 

church for special prayers during communion and will be giving 
out an Advent Reflection Booklet to all parishioners on Advent.

7. Annual Meeting date January 20th, 2019 after 10 am service.
8. Discussed Diocesan Assessment and ADIT accounts.
9. Discussed direction of the Episcopal Church, Bishop Love 

and Our direction.  
10. We must remember that God is in control and TOGETHER 

with prayers, support for each other, Fr. Matt and Vestry we will 
take refuge in God’s protection. 

* (bonus) 11. Read  Pslam 16.
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EVELYN NANCY HARRINGTON  
HER BAPTISM

On Nov 11 2018, Evelyn Nancy Harrington 
(born on Aug 20, 2018) was baptized during 
the 8:00 service at St Luke’s by Fr Matt Baker. 

Her parents, Brian and Megan, were there 
with her big brother Teddy along with many 
adoring family members, as well as many 
from our church community.

Brian’s two sisters, Wendy English and 
Dawn Slater, and Megan’s sister, Rachel Mill-
er, stood up for Evelyn as her three God 
Mothers.

After the service, there was a wonderful re-
ception provided for all by 
Brian and Megan.  

It was a very special 
event as Miss Evelyn was 
welcomed into the family 
of God!

BAKER’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
The Bakers are having a Christmas Party for 

St Luke’s on Dec 15th at 4:00pm.
A sign up sheet for food will be in the 

Church this coming week, along with direc-
tions and an “official invitation”!
Please RSVP directly to Fr Matt.

Hope to see you all there!
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
Hi!  I am Jack and many of you 
have prayed for me and my kid-
neys since I was in the womb.

I am now 4 months old.  You 
probably know my Grammy and 
Grampy - Diana and John Tully.

My Mommy and Daddy do-
nated this basket to your Bazaar 
just to say -  
Thank you for praying for us.      

Jack, Jodi and Jeff

CLARITY ( ANGEL #1 ) 
I was at a conference a cou-
ple years ago when I felt God 
calling me to make 5 angels 
to be put across the back of 
my garage... (Facing Rt 22).

Two years later I have fi-
nally finished the first, her 
name is Clarity.

Michael and Rick Catlin 
used their expertise to put 
her up - happily before the 
grounds froze!

Fr Matt came and bless-
ed her with a very beautiful 
prayer, asking that she be a 
protection for our neigh-
borhood, and a blessing 
for those driving by... A re-
minder to all to worship and 
praise our God!

I have started the next one - her name is Comfort - please pray for 
a timely completion.  

I have been given a year to complete each one, but I am getting 
older and older and it would be good if I were able to speed up the 
time line.

But God’s plan, not mine!!
Many thanks to Michael, Rick and Fr Matt for their help and sup-

port, and to all of you for your prayers.
Nancy Palazzo
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CHRISTMAS EVE SKIT
All children and grandchildren are invited to participate in a re-enact-
ment of Luke 2:1-20 at the Christmas Eve service at 4:00 on Dec. 24th.  

We will have a short rehearsal after the 10:00 service on Sunday Dec. 
23rd .  If your child would like to have a speaking part or main character 
part they would be required to attend that rehearsal.  

On Dec. 24th at 3:15 prior to the service we will welcome all children 
and grandchildren to come to participate. We would love to have a lot 

of sheep, shepherds and angels!  We will do a quick run through of the skit at that time and then get into costumes. 
All children can start practicing at home the two songs that will be in the skit, Silent Night (first verse) and Go 

Tell It On The Mountain (chorus sung twice).  Luke 2:1-20 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
Speaking parts:  Narrator,  Lead Angel,  Angels,  and Lead Shepherds.

2019 COFFEE HOUR
Bobbie Stevens is putting together the 2019 Coffee Hour 
list.   Please let her know if you’d like to be removed or 
added to this list.  We are always looking for new folks to 
join our list.   More people who help, it becomes lighter 
work for all.  So please consider helping even 1-2 Sundays 
next year.  I will assist you if needed.  Coffee hour is big 
or little as you want it.  There are no standards.  Simple as 
coffee, juice and snack is all that’s required.  Paper goods, 
coffee, tea are supplied at the church.  Thanks for your 
consideration.  Bobbie’s at 677-8341, cotabs56@aol.com.

ST MARTHA’S GUILD
St. Martha’s Guild is so very thankful for all who 
helped with the 2018 Christmas Bazaar.   Again we 
had another successful year, as we made $2000.   The 
money will go toward Beaver Cross Scholarships, 
Mission projects, Christmas families and other out-
reach activities throughout the year.  We make mon-
ey to give it all away!  

Again this year we were awarded the Washington 
County Aged Women Grant to go toward and free 
meals/food we provide to the public. 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE OCTEBER

Date Acolyte Chalice OT Reader NT Reader Prayer of People Prayer Team

12/2/18* Diana Tully Roberta Breese Gail Bearup Carolyn L. Laurie S. DOK
12/9/18** A&N Baker Carolyn L. Natalie G. Nate Baker Alex Baker DOK
12/16/18 Carolyn L. Steve S. Lynn Wilbur Ruth Gillen Mary Moulton DOK
12/23/18 Steve S Diana Tully Bob Breese Dulce I. NONE (Baptism) DOK
12/30/18 Patty Midura Lou Midura Laura G. Bob Breese Ric Catlin DOK
Audio Visual Danny & Rick
* FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY  ** YOUTH SUNDAY

8:00 SERVICE

10:00 SERVICE

Date Reader Chalice Coffee Hour

12/2/18 Carol Hamilton Dolores Mullen Carolyn LeGrys
12/9/18 Dolores / Brian H Nancy Palazzo Andrea Stevens
12/16/18 Carol Hamilton Dolores Mullen Patty Midura
12/23/18 Dolores Mullen Nancy Palazzo Lynn & Annie
12/30/18 Carol Hamilton Dolores Mullen Bobbie & Dulce
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Fr. Matt’s Office Hours – Parish House Mondays
Wednesday

Ongoing 6:00-8:00 p.m.
 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Morning Prayer & Mass Wednesdays 10:00 a.m  Church
Bible Study Wednesdays 10:30 a.m. Parish Hall
Men’s Group
Women’s Group

Wednesdays
Wednesdays

6:00 p.m.   Parish Hall
6:30 p.m.   Parish Hall

Essential Jesus Mondays 6:30 p.m.   Parish Hall
Sunday School Sunday 10:00 a.m.  Parish Hall 
Lessons and Carols Dec 1-  Saturday 4 p.m. Church
Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry Dec 2 - Sunday After Church
Youth For Christ Snacks Due Dec 2-  Sunday After Church
Praise & Worship Dec 6 - Thursday 6:30 a.m. Church
St Luke’s Youth Service Dec 9 - Sunday Church
St Luke’s Youth Event TBA-    Sunday TBA
Youth For Christ Snacks Due Dec 9 - Sunday After Church
Souper Thursday Dinner Dec13 -Thursday 4 p.m.- 7p.m. Parish Hall
Baker’s Christmas Party Dec 15 -Saturday Baker’s Home
Youth For Christ Snacks Due Dec 16 -Sunday After Church
Gloria Palmer Dec 17 -Monday 6:00 p.m.    Parish Hall
Vestry Dec 18 -Tuesday 6:30 p.m.   Parish Hall
Cameron Ray Arms Baptism Dec 23 -Sunday at 10:00 am service Church
Pagent Practice Dec 23 -Sunday after 10:00 am service Church
Pagent Practice Dec 24 -Monday before 4:00 pm  Church
Christmas Eve Service Dec24 - Monday 4:00 pm Church
Christmas Day Service Dec25 -Tuesday 10:00 am Church
Daughters of the King Jan 8  Tuesday 10:00 am  Parish Hall
Annual Meeting/Potluck Jan 20 Sunday after 10:00 am service  Parish Hall
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LOAVES & FISHES
Please bring your food dona-
tions for the Loaves and Fish-
es to the Church and leave in 
baskets placed in back of the 
church.   Intermittently we 
will bring the food up to the 
altar to be blessed before it 
goes over to the food pantry.  
Thank You for all you dona-
tions.  

YOUTH FOR CHRIST
Youth for Christ has asked 
St. Luke’s for assistance with 
snacks this month(Decem-
ber).   Please leave your do-
nation in kitchen and Gail 
will make sure it gets there.  
We need snacks for Decem-
ber 2nd, December 9 and 
December 16.  Chips, cook-
ies, soda, juice is welcome.


